
Thesis Statement 



What is a thesis statement? 

A thesis statement is the arguable claim of your 
paper.  

 

You will support this claim throughout your 
paper using logic and evidence from your 
research. 

 



Strong Thesis Checklist 

Is it arguable – could someone disagree? 
 

Is it supportable? – could I convince someone 
with the type of evidence available? 

 

Is it focused on the specific topic of my paper? 
 

Does it convey how the topic will be explored 
and what the reader can learn from the paper? 

 



Avoid These Weak Thesis 
Statements 

Statement of fact: 

• The main character of this story is a young teenager who needs 
to learn a lesson. 

• Some plants can be harmful to humans. 

Announcement 

• This paper explores the pros and cons of cell phone use in the 
class room. 

• In this paper, I will argue that wind energy can be useful, safe, 
and inexpensive. 

Overly opinionated 

• People who eat vegan should be deported. 

• Wind energy is the only option that is really sensible. 

 



Avoid These Weak Thesis 
Statements 

Too broad 

• There are many forms of energy available in this day and age. 

• Technology can be useful in the classroom.   

Not supportable 

• Every teenager on earth today will benefit from the 
distribution of free cell phones. 

• There will be no more accidents on the highways if drivers stop 
texting while driving. 

 



Strong Thesis statements show  

1) Your Topic 

2) Your Method 

3) Your Message to the Reader 

 

• By analyzing the character development of Sammy in “A & 
P” one can better understand the need for young people 
to learn critical thinking skills, responsibility, and 
consequences to decisions. 

 

• While many instructors have good reason to ban iPhone 
use in the classroom, when used wisely, the iPhone can be 
a useful tool for educators. 

 

• By examining the facts and statistics available on wind 
energy, one can see that wind energy can be useful, safe, 
and inexpensive. 
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